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As human beings, we worry a lot. It seems we
agonize the most over our families and jobs. But in
Luke 12: 22-23, we are reminded to “not worry about
your life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what
you will put on. Life is more than food, and the body is
more than clothing.” For example, the year 2009 was
considered the year of ‘hope’ — largely due to the
election of President Obama. But the grisly economy
only exposed how fragile man really is, especially when we plant, grow and reap our investments from
the flesh. And as we know, the flesh is man living independently from God — whereas God desires
man to depend on him.

And for children, making good friends is their investment. At their age, it is difficult to determine
who a true friend is when peer pressure equates to feelings of acceptance and respect. These “bad
friends” may also further influence them to behave from the flesh. But in Proverbs 13:20, it shows us
that “He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will be destroyed.” And we
can't forget that being a good friend is just as important as finding good friends. A good friend is
someone who is loyal, genuine, gives good advice and is there in times of need.

We can also apply this investment principle to the church life. Because Christ is the bread of
life, we should plant, grow and reap God’s investments according to his will, and not our own. In other
words, we serve the Lord and give the glory to Him. By doing this, we become faithful and wise
stewards, and in return He will take care of our every need.

-- Carol -

Service by the way of Lif@

This year’s topic for the young people’s conference
is serving the Lord by the way of life. Service without
the way of life is equivalent to vain service. And service
in the flesh without the Spirit is serving man and not the
Lord. Serving the Lord sometimes seems like a suffering,
but it is actually an investment for eternal glory. We must
understand these concepts and learn to serve the Lord by
the way of life.

In the beginning, God placed two trees in the Garden
of Eden, the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
and the Tree of Life. God specifically said whoever eats of the Tree
Evil will surely die. Also God presented the choice of life or death to man many times, God has
recommended life, but man chose the other. Since man would not choose life, God sent life through
Jesus Christ to us. So before we serve in the church, we must have this life in us. We must read the
word as if we are eating food, and we must eat it until we are full of Christ’s life. This way, Christ’s
life grows more and more in us and we are “fully equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:17).
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The flesh, the mind, emotion, and will, and the Spirit are illustrated through the “3-circle
diagram”. The flesh or body is on the outermost circle surrounding the mind, emotion and will and the
Spirit. The mind, emotion and will are in between the Spirit and the flesh, and the Spirit is the
innermost circle. The point of this diagram is to show the battle for our mind, emotion and will
between the flesh and the Spirit everyday, every moment of our lives. In order not to serve with the
flesh but with the Spirit, we must practice everyday to turn to our Spirit and grow a little in our Spirit.
When we grow and grow in the Spirit, the Spirit wins the battle bit by bit against the flesh until the
Spirit takes over the mind, emotion and will. If we grow even more, the Spirit will take over the flesh
and eventually will saturate our entire being. If our minds are set on the flesh, we will die, but if our
minds are set on the Spirit, we will have life and peace.

In the beginning, when Adam and Eve chose the wrong tree to eat, they fell and the result is
suffering. If Adam and Eve did not choose the wrong tree, there would not be any suffering at all. But
they did, and suffering in our lives is inevitable. We suffer in everything we do, school, work, even
serving in the church. However, that is not the way we Christians only focus on sufferings. But we
suffer for Christ’s sake and count everything loss for Him. There is no way that our suffering is as
worse as His. When we suffer, God said there will be glory ahead. So we do not suffer for no reason,
we suffer for the eternal glory that God had promised. In other words, no suffering, no glory; more
suffering, more glory; and much suffering, much glory. “For our affliction, which is but for a moment,
is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17).

To serve the Lord by the way of life, we must read the word as if we are eating the bread of life
and fill ourselves up with Christ. When the Spirit is saturated in us, we are full of it and serve not in
the flesh but in the Spirit. And though these services seem like a suffering, but we as Christians look
at this as an opportunity to gain glory. To sum up, service for the Lord is serving in life, in the Spirit,
and the outcome is glory.

-- Andrew --




